elsewhere in the district and must spend some of its federal aid for disadvantaged students to enable this movement.
The notion behind offering public school choice is to give students and their parents an alternative to the instruction in their assigned classroom and school. If the test scores of all students-regardless of race or native language or income level or disability-are not high enough, then all of the students, including those who scored well, are to be given options beyond the school walls. The fate of the student is delinked, as it were, from the quality of the school or its teachers. The students and their parents get to shop around. They are no longer trapped by attendance boundaries or limited to the help available from the teachers in a single school.
Although the states retain the right to say how much progress schools have to make each year, every school must boost every child to proficiency in math, reading, and science by the year 2014. In addition, schools were to have tested 95 percent of their students (and 95 percent of every subgroup of students) and have met certain other goals, such as graduation rate, attendance, and the rate at which students whose native language is not English attain fluency. (The 95 percent tested rule was eased a bit in early 2004.) Although those targets apply to all schools, only those that receive federal money on behalf of poor, minority, and non-English speaking students are subject to the law's choice provisions. Students also are supposed to be allowed to transfer out of schools identified as "persistently dangerous." But states have gotten around that by defining "persistently dangerous" in such a way that virtually no schools are so labeled. Still, it is widely expected that the number of schools to be subject to the law's school choice provisions will rise dramatically unless the law is altered.
The right to choose one's school, in and of itself, is neither new nor, in many communities, even controversial. What is new, however, is that under NCLB, the academic performance of students is what triggers the opportunity to transfer to a new, higher-performing school or the opportunity to get extra help outside of class. Nationally, providing parents and students with options has many purposes-to maintain middle-class support for public schools, to boost racial integration, to satisfy court orders, to ease overcrowding, to provide a specialized education, to expand opportunities. Under NCLB, the right to leave one's school for another becomes an entitlement for children in failing schools.
As the legislation neared passage in late 2001, the Republican staff of the U.S. House Committee on Education and the Workforce highlighted the school choice provisions of the law. The tests of English and math that the NCLB act requires of students in grades 3 through 8 and at least once in high school are supposed to arm parents with information about the
